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Mr. Vice-President,  

 Pakistan attaches great importance to the Council’s technical cooperation and 
capacity-building mandate.  

We are pleased to note that this mandate has been utilized in support of 
States’ efforts to implement the Mandela and Bangkok Rules, as part of their overall 
national prison reform agenda.  

The COVID pandemic is yet another reminder that the basic rights of 
prisoners, especially of older persons, persons with disabilities, women and children, 
should be the loadstar of our efforts in this area.  

Mr. Vice-President,  

 Pakistan is fully committed to respect, uphold and safeguard human dignity 
and fundamental rights of its people deprived of personal liberty. 

 Earlier this year, our National Commission on Jail Reforms has launched a 
comprehensive prison reform plan, based on Mandela Rules. The Ministries of 
Interior and Human Rights are now monitoring its implementation by our jail 
authorities.  

 A high-powered Committee has also been established last month to 
recommend gender-sensitive measures for women prisoners in the country. The 
Committee is, inter alia, focusing on identifying areas, where our national prison 
system need further alignment with international standards.  

Mr. Vice-President,  

 Mandela and Bangkok Rules reflect our collective aspirations to stand for 
those, who can be easily forgotten behind bars. Madiba’s own journey to freedom is 
an inspiration for people fighting against repressive and apartheid regimes, 
including in internationally recognized situations of foreign occupation. One such 
crisis situation in our neighborhood has further aggravated with sharp rise in illegal 
arrests, torture in detention, and forced abduction over the last close to a year.   
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 Against this background, we invite the panelists to shed light on how coverage 
of Mandela and Bangkok Rules can be extended to such situations of illegal 
occupation of disputed territories on the UN agenda where assault on human dignity 
and rights of prisoners often assumes horrible magnitude and intensity.  

I thank you.  

 

 

 

 

 


